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OWNER'S MANUAL:
Congratulations on your purchase (or capture) of the Amazing Drinking Bird!  This unique species of bird exhibits a wide range of scientific processes—all working in unison to allow the creature to "drink" in order to keep its internals in balance.
Below are guidelines to help you enjoy your Drinking Bird to the fullest and to keep it happy and functioning.  If you follow them closely, you will soon learn more about the nature of your new pet.  Having a pet is a big responsibility.  This should be a rewarding and educational experience for you.

CARE of YOUR DRINKING BIRD:
Every good pet-owner knows that pets need a lot of attention.  Drinking Birds are no different.  In fact, it is important to know that they refuse to drink unless they are first offered their first drink by their owners.

1.  Playing with your pet.
· Drinking Birds like to be held.  Carefully pick up your Drinking Bird (don't hurt their legs or drop them—these are fragile creatures) and hold it.  You may even want to pass it around to your lab-mates.  It is a very social animal and does not mind being gently passed from hand to hand.  Drinking Birds cannot convert food (Chemical Potential Energy) into useful Energy for biological processes, so it has no body heat of its own.  Feel free to pass on to it some of your own.
What observations have you made about the Drinking Bird so far?
Formulate a hypothesis to help explain why these observations occur:
2.  Grooming your pet.
· Just as humans need to upkeep their own physical selves, so do Drinking Birds.  However, since they can't do this themselves (do YOU see any hands??), you will have to do the grooming.  Fortunately, they don't usually get very dirty.  Since they have no wings, they cannot fly and receive the benefit of having the wind blow over them to keep dust and other particulate matter from settling.
Take a blow-dryer and simulate the passage of air across the surface of the bird.  Try it from various angles—both across the head and across the lower regions.  
What observations can you make about how this action affects your pet?
Formulate a hypothesis to help explain why these observations occur:
Along with your lab-mates, design a simple experiment by which you might test your hypotheses on the nature of your Drinking Bird, so far:
3.  Training your Drinking Bird.
· As mentioned before in this Care & Maintenance Manual, your Drinking Bird will not actually drink unless first given a drink by their owners.  Although not supported by scientific experimentation, some have theorized that this is because the memory of the drinking bird only ranges from as little as 30 seconds to a maximum of about 2 minutes.  
In any case, in order to teach (re-teach?) your Drinking Bird to drink, you must first dunk its beak and front of the head into the water.  This also helps to wake it up somewhat and is rather refreshing for the bird.  After their head is sufficiently dunked, you may allow the bird to pivot back on its hind legs and let nature take its course.  Be patient.  As you may have observed, Drinking Birds are very temperamental in their drinking habits.  They're generally in no hurry.  Some like to take long drinks, some take short drinks, and some even seem to fall asleep with their beaks in the water (it's okay, they don't need to breathe!).  If your bird does fall asleep, lightly tap their rear and they'll wake up.  Interestingly, some like to stare dreamily into their drinks before taking the plunge (this is okay—they are simply savoring the idea of their next drink!)  There are perfectly reasonable scientific reasons for all of these differences—mostly based on slight adjustments from one apparatus to the next which have been made...either on purpose or accidentally.
What do you observe when watching the bird drink?  Can any of this information help you determine why the bird is drinking?
Now that you have a better understanding of your pet's nature (i.e., the effects of handling and blow-drying), form a hypothesis or possible explanation for why your bird is drinking:
Determine a way to test whether or not your group's hypothesis is correct.  (You may base your test here off of your test formed in the previous section).
As possible, perform your test.  Was your hypothesis correct?  If so, explain why the bird drinks.  If not, you should revise your hypothesis.
4.  Logging all discoveries about your pet's nature.
· You should ask the local pet shop owner (your instructor) from whom you obtained your pet to reveal all of the Drinking Bird's natural secrets to you.  After the discussion, record what you have learned in the space provided.
5.  Student Reflections:
· Provide a brief description of your thoughts on this lab:
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